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Creating a Watercolor Painting From a Photo

Open the photo you want to appear to be a watercolor painting. I am using the photo below:

Make any adjustments as needed like cropping the photo before preceding with the activity.

In the Layers palette you'll need to copy the Background 3 times by dragging it over the 'Create A New
Layer' icon, shown below:
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We need to name the layers next. Look at the graphic below and name your layers accordingly. To rename
the layer simply click the text "Background copy" and then type in the new layer name:
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LAYERS

MNorma Opacity: | 100% | *

ock: [ o 4 & Fill:| 100% | +

o

Turn off the top two layers by clicking on the eye icon =

LAYERS

Normal + Opacity:| 100% |+ |

Lock: (] b @ Fill:| 100% | * |

= fx O ® 4 a F

Now start working on the first new layer - the Palette Knife layer. Click on the Palette Knife layer in the
layers palette to select it (it will appear blue as shown above). From the Filter > Artistic menu select Palette
Knife:
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Analysis 3D View Window Help | [E [M

urizer Ctrl+F

| ===

Convert for Smart Filters ﬁ

Filter Gallery...
Lens Correction... Shift+ Ctrl+R
Liquify... Shift+ Ctrl+ X
Vanishing Point... Alt+Ctrl+V

Colored Pencil.
Blur » Cutout...
Brush Strokes » Dry Brush...
Distort ’ Film Grain...
Moise » Fresco...
Pixelate 4 Meon Glow...
Render ’ Paint Daubs...
Sketch * Plastic Wrap...
Stylize » Poster Edges...

Set the Stroke Size to around 6 and Stroke Detail at 3 and click OK. Experiment with these settings to see
the different results. Click OK to apply these settings.

& ll oK I

[ Default ]
|Palette krife -

Stroke Size ]

—3

Stroke Detail 3 |

Softness ] |
-

Palette Knife Layer:

Still working on the first layer renamed 'Palette Knife', from the Image > Adjustments > Hue/Saturation:
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Mode

]

Layer Select Filter Analysis 3D View Window Help | [E

TEge o B4 8 | Tea b

Brightness/Contrast..

Image Rotation
Crop

Trim...

Reveal All

Increase the Saturation to around +70 and increase the Lightness slightly as well, shown below. Click OK

to apply these settings to the photo.

-
Hue/Saturation

Auto Tone Shift+Ctrl+L
Auto Contrast Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+L
Auto Color Shift+Ctrl+B
Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+1
Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrl+C

4

Levels... Ctrl+L
Curves... Ctrl+ M
Exposure...

Vibrance...

Color Balance... Ctrl+B
Black & White... Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+B
Photo Filter...

Channel Mixer...

Preset: Custom

Hue:

— IEZE -

_:_%_
Saturation:

ﬂ

Lightness:

0

To allow the colors to blend a little easier with the effect try using the Gaussian Blur with a Radius of 4.0 (

Filter > Blur >Gaussian Blur).
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Analysis 3D View Window Help | [B
o
I=

[
7

alette Knife Ctrl+F .
I ‘ = = Bp
CDFI‘:"EI"t 'FDF SFI"IEI"t Fi|tEF5 ﬁ
" Filter Gallery...
Lens Carrection... Chift+ Ctrl+ER
Liquify... Shift+ Ctrl+ X
Vanishing Point... Alt+Ctrl+V
Artistic 4
Brush Strokes r Blur
Distort 4 Blur Mare
Maoise k Box Blur...
Pixelate »
Render 4 Lens Blur...
Sharpen * Meotion Blur...
Sketch 4 Radial Blur...
L |
Gaussian Blur ‘u

Preview I

ol e ]

Radius: pixels %
{k

Dry Brush Layer:

Click on to the second new layer renamed 'Dry Brush' and click on the blank eye icon to turn the layer's

visibility on. You should now see the eye icon = appear. Apply the Dry Brush Filter ( Filter > Artistic >
Dry Brush):
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Ehnalysis 3D View Window Help | B [E

e

Gaussian Blur Ctrl+F
" BT
EJ Convert for Srmart Filters ﬁ
" Filter Gallery...

Lens Correction... Shift+ Ctrl+R

Liguify... Shift+ Crl+ X

Yanishing Point... Alt+Crl+V

Colored Pencil...

Blur » Cutout...

Brush Strokes r

Distort r Film Grain...

Moize » Fresco...

Adjust the setting by moving the slider. Clicking inside the preview window will allow you to see the effect
being applied. The settings I used are shown below:

|
2 OK ]I
[ Default ] |
|
[Dﬂr Brush v]
Brush Size 2
g
Brush Detail 8
o
Texture 1
L

Smart Blur Layer:

Now click on the Smart Blur layer and turn the visibility on by clicking on the eye icon. From the Filter
menu select Blur > Smart Blur:
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Analysis 3D View Window Help | [B [§

Dry Brush Ctrl+F
- | =& e
; Convert for Smart Filters ﬁ
| Filter Gallery...

Lens Correction... Shift+ Ctrl+R

Liquify... Shift+ Ctrl+X

Vanishing Point... Alt+ Ctrl+ W

Artistic »

Average

Brush Strokes » Blur

Distort L Blur More

Moise r Box Blur...

Pixelate » 3aussian Blur...

Render L Lens Blur...

Sharpen » Motion Blur...

Sketch » Radial Elur...

Stylize » Shape Blur...

Texture r

Video » Surface Blur...

From the dropdown menu under Mode select Edge Only. You can also adjust the Quality but for this

image it was left at low. Try experimenting with both the Radius and Threshold setting but values around

15 for the Radius and a Threshold of 52 were selected. The settings I used are shown below:
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Smart Blur LE-J

OK |

| Default |

Radius
-
Threshold 51.3
it
Quality:  Low -
Maode: Edge Only -

J——

When the Smart Blur is applied it appears with white lines on a black background, but here's a neat trick to
inverse this. Press Image > Adjustments > Invert) (Ctrl I shortcut) to Invert the filter and now you have
black lines on a white background.
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Filter

Analysis

3D Wiew Window

Made

b

Auto Tone
Auto Contrast
Auto Color

Shift+ Ctrl+L
Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+L
Shift+Ctrl+B

Image Size...
Canvas Size...
Image Retation
Crop

Trim...

Rewveal All

Alt+Chrl+I
A+ Ctrl+C

Duplicate...
Apply Image...

Calculations...

Wariahlas

If you feel the drawing effect needs to be a little bit stronger try adding Poster Edges Filter > Artistic

>Poster Edges:

2

Help | [Br

i) a a

Brightness/Contrast...

0 3 O

Levels... Ctrl+L
Curves... Ctrl+M
Exposure...

Vibrance...

Hue/Saturation... Ctrl+L
Color Balance... Ctrl+B
Black & White... Alt+5hift+ Ctrl+B
Photo Filter...

Channel Mixer...

| fvet o Ctll |

Posterize...
Threshold...
Gradient Mag...

Calartiia Mrlar

rl

Hi

Convert for Smart Filters

E Analysis 3D View Window Help | [B
mart Blur Ctrl+F N
I=l

o =
= 1=

Lens Carrection...

Liquify..
Vanishing Point...

Filter Gallery...

Chift+Ctrl+E
Shift+ Ctrl+X
A+ Chrl+Y

Blur

Distort
Maise
Picelate

Render

Sketch
Stylize
Texture
Widan

Sharpen

Brush Strokes

The poster edge settings I used are shown below:
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Colored Pencil.

r Cutout...

» Dry Brush...

r Film Grain...

k Fresco...

r Meon Glow...
r Paint Daubs...
k Palette Knife...
» Plastic Wrap...
r Poster Edges...
3

bk

Rough Pastels,
Srnndne Stick
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2| | 0K J
[ Defaul ]
[Puster Edges T]
Edge Thickness 2
Ry

Edge Intensity 1
E=-

Posterization 2

-

Now we need to Blend all the Layer together. Using the Layers palette under the Blend Mode select Soft
Light and apply it to all three layers :

Lock: [] o & & Rill:| 1009 | *
S ==

Now we need to merge all the layers together. Click the Move button on the layers palette and select Merge

Visible.

= F Orpacity: 1
M o 10% | Duplicate Layer...

Delete Layer
Delete Hidden Layers

Mew Group...

Mew Group from Layers..

Lock All Layers in Group...

Convert to Smart Object
Edit Contents

Layer Properties..,

Elending Options...

Edit Adjustrment...

Create Clipping Mask Alt+Ctrl+G

Link Layers

Select Linked Layers

Merge Down Ctrl+E
Merge Visible Shift+ Ctrl+E

Flatten Image
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Adding texture to your image is a great way to enhance the effects. You will first save a texture somewhere
on your hard drive and then open it into Elements. Click on the link below to open the photo. Once the
picture loads on the page right click on the picture and save it anywhere on your hard drive. Just remember

where you saved it.

Elephant Leather Texture

Open the photo in Photoshop and select File > Save As and choose Photoshop Elements format from the

8 8 8

leather_Elephant Leather_Chwen_Mahog... Metalrust
Filz name: Ileather_lﬂepharrt j Save
Format: | Photoshop (~.PSD;.PDD} [ Cancsl

Save Options EMP (" BMP;” RLE;" DIE)
Organize: v Include in the|CompuServe GIF {*GIF) nal
Photoshop EPS 7 EPS)

Return to your photo in Photoshop. Select Filter > Texture > Texturizer:
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Analysis 3D View Window Help | [B i

Poster Edges Ctrl+F
Convert for Smart Filters

Filter Gallery...

Lens Correcticn... Shift+ Ctrl+R
Liquify... Shift+ Ctrl+ X
Vanishing Point... Alt+Ctrl+V

Artistic

Blur

Brush Strokes
Distort

Moize
Pixelate
Render
Sharpen
Sketch

Stylize

T ww v ¥ v ¥ ¥ v W

Video »
Cther *
Digimarc »

—— ﬂ-

| &= b

Craguelure...
Grain...

Mosaic Tiles...
Patchwork...
Stained Glass...

At the texturizer dialog box click the arrow to select load texture:

Navigate to the folder where you saved your Leather_Elephant.psd file. Below are the setting I used.

2|

0K

[

Cancel

[H’exmrizer

B

Texture: [Canuas

| [F=

| Load Texture... I

Scaling
a
Relief 4
N
G -
Light: [Tnp -
|:| Invert
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3) | oK ]

| Default |

| Texturizer - |

Texture: |Leaﬂ'1er_lﬂephant v| =

Scaling EE | =%
It 2]
Relief 36
2
Light: | Top -
Invert

Here is my finished watercolor painting:
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